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Abstract

Ecology means surroundings. It is derived from the Greek word okios. The
relationship between the nature with all living beings, trees, plants, birds is called
environment. In Sangam literature land is divided into 5 parts namely kurunji, mullai,
marutham, Neithal and palai. The names of lands are based on the plants, flowers found on
the place. Even the food they eat and the work they done was all based on the land. Water
is the main source of the land. so, water is considered as their life. The main source of water
is rain. If there is no water and rain it will affect all. The main cause for rainfall is planting
more number of trees. So the people in Sangam period planted more trees. Trees were
planted according to the land. Trees protects from land sliding, it gives place for birds and it
is the food source for all creatures. In order to protect people from cyclones, Tsunami etc.
more trees were planted in the coastal region. Water in the sea evaporates so the place in
the sea will be vacuum. so the air from the land move to the sea so places near the coastal
regions were so hot. knowing this Sangam people planted more number of trees. Bacteria
to all living beings depends on others for food. This creates the balance in nature. If one
creature increases and the other decreases the food chain will break. Rat was killed by
eagles. The contaminated remaining’s of animals are eaten by vultures. Tigers Kills
elephants. Tigers are called the apex of an ecosystem. Knowing the importance of the plant
and trees they planted more saplings. As trees protects the environment cutting down of
trees is considered as sin. Animals were killed only for food and not for any causes. The
people of Sangam period know the importance of the environment and it is explained in

Nattrinai.
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