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Abstract:

) Indian Diaspora covers a large part of the world. Several Indians migrated to different
countries all over the world and the diasporic literature is the result of this migration. Diasporic
or migrant writers have a noticeable impact on contemporary literary works which are largely set
in I.ndia. This article mainly focuses on the Indian women diaspora writers. The women diasporic
writers have attracted the readers through their uniqueness in themes, and the most important
characteristics are the blending of various cultures. Their novels trace the challenges of living in
a multicultural world, and also the issues faced by the Indian communities there. The present
paper aims to discuss the problem of immigrant Indian women by the prolific immigrant writers,
Bharati Mukherjee and Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni. This paper focuses on the contemporary
experiences of identity crisis in the immigrants inAmerica, especially of women’s journey from
troubled and oppressed conditions to freedom and women’s self- transformation. Women under
. diasporic conditions face a difficult life after migration as they are separated from their homes
- and homelands.
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The diasporic Indian novelists try to explore and interpret India significantly in its
countless aspects of social, political, economic and cultural. The early Indian novels written in
English or other regional languages depicted women as secondary or subordinated to their male
counterparts. Under the influence of the patriarchal Indian social structure, the status of the
woman has constantly been changing, often to suit the changing needs of men. Images of women
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~ have been reshaped and reoriented by men and for men. It is through this awareness of their
lf"k condition, that the women writers took up the question of female identity in a male-dominated
fisnt society and questioned her identity. The women writers focused on the crucial problem of how

gt

society looks at women, and how women can empower their lives and thoughts. Indian Diasporic
writers connect their feeling of nostalgia through their writings and have also made their position
among the male writers. Their creative writing made them eminent at the level of India and
~ worldwide. Today every diasporic women and women writer is equally commendable to men.
!‘»f_x‘j  Women writers express discrimination, dissatisfaction and agony through their works. Each
1 writing of these women writers goes beyond all those gender theories and reacts against them.
" Their writings urge for freedom and depict the life of woman who is trapped between their
 aspirations and the constricting forces of patriarchy.
The writings produced by authors living outside their homeland are called Diasporic or
i . 2te literature. Generally, diasporic literature deals with themes of rootlessness, racial
f e E’P ) m’; lillﬂ!iOﬂs identity ~ crisis, dislocation, cross-cultural encounters, nostalgia and
B s ion. The majority of Indian diasporic women writers depict the sufferings of the
' frustrated homemakers and present their heroines resisting patriarchal notions. The women
S e ion their individuality and identity. They. want to lead an independent life. They
chara ques subjectivity to establish an identity that is not lr{lgosed by a patriarchal society.
b, fer the women suffer more because of the uwongpatlbllity between her individuality
28 . a1 views of her husband and her in- law's. Wlme_ssed and depicted the woman as
o ‘. ey ly a member of the family and tried to bring out the conflicts in her mind.
. out the predicament of Indian women. The women writers have moved

ot ICen?y. . diaspora is one of the important Diasporas which has exerted a huge
sy’ worid andhas fashioned literary geniuses of our time. Bharati Mukherjee,is
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an Indo-American writer born in Kolkata, West Bcngal.on Jlf{DI h—ih(l)?t-z?to:?: ‘\'\I‘?:edn“'drded s
the National Book Critics Circle in 1988 for her collectlonﬂo tlt\t~ ory c:ollcclion I ]\“dd'leman
and Other Stories’. Her admitted works are novels, 2 $h0rl‘ 1:i$m'C\patrialc \(riln‘krm%(gr ang
nonfiction. She regards herself as anAmerican w riter an.d not an Inc :m L\ s c & 'e died
at the age of 76 on January 2017. Bharati Mukherjee, 1n her W rmt.l?'- t’spﬁheh \\‘r»it*u ’F;ldted to
women and deals with the problems of the Indian women 1;11‘1111:rilzll»l-ur}[ i ;;d«l gm the
struggles and problems faced by Indian women, the problem o ”O)" gt kmcﬁﬁn S about an
identity crisis. Her novels reflect the temperament and mood pf th.t P“:t G e ey ?Clety as
experienced by the Indian immigrants in Amcrica: As an immigrant, She '-’lp‘&t:l’t:its— Cross-
cultural issues and identity crises in her novels. Jasmine, one of the famous novels y ujl\h.er]ee,
explores the cultural transformation that the protagonist undergoes. The protagom(st Jasmine, a
young Indian woman, tries to adapt to the American way of life to survive. Th’C p.rorlngr}lst of the
novel undergoes several transformations during her journey frpm New York Cl_t) to Canada ag
changes from Jyoti to Jasmine and then to Jane. Through this novel.‘MukherJ‘ee portrays the
multicultural crisis encountered by an Indian immigrant woman. Bharat! Mukherjee explores the
issue of identity in her novel Jasmine. She describes how the female her.ome attempts to overcome
the problem of cultural loss by changing to different identities. Jasmine ﬂegs her hqmeland to
satisfy her desires and continues her hunt for self-sufficiency after she arrives in the United States.
She works hard to achieve it, and in the end, she realizes that self-sufficiency isn’t about being an
Indian or an American, but about being at peace with oneself.

The protagonist starts her life as Jyoti in India, who is against the patriarchal system.
Jasmine’s childhood memories were always fresh in her mind which became a weapon in her
fight against fate and searches for self- identity. When she was just seven years old, an astrologer

predicted her widowhood and exile. She didn’t let fate get the best of her. She has always
attempted to rise above irrational beliefs and superstitions.

Fate is Fate, When Beulah’s bride

groom was fated to die to snakebite on their
wedding night; did buildin

g as still fortress prevent his death? A magic snake

will penetrate solid walls when necessary (Jasmine 2)
Even in childhood, she knew that she had the potential to fight, win all battles and
ith the dog using a staff gives her a buzz of power, her

which made her feel totally in control
confidence to go towards the realization of her potential.

Jyoti’s journey for identity was affected by risks and hardships. She is cultured by the
society in which she is born, despite her ability to grasp the concepts of power and control and it
was for this reason that she chose to hide her true identity the majority of the time and lived
according to the images created by others.By falling in love and marrying Prakash, a young and
ambitious engineer, she realised a little part of her goal. He wanted Jyoti 1o Jet go c;f her old self
she ¢ -
encourages Jyoti to study English and s i .hanges o osoming, Py bmshend, Prefy

ves Jyoti a new name Jasmine, and a new

all showed her

; : life inAmerj blems s¢
g merica and the problem>.

cath, she migrateq 1, America o fulfil her husband’s missio™
Page | 92
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She reached Amef{ca in illegal ways and doesn’t know anything about the American way of life.
. .lmess and.d_lsnlluswnment are common problems faced by the expatriate community. Then
Smine met Llllan.Gordon, one who educated her, set her free from her old memories, and
Bed h?r to live. $h§3 went to meet Professor Vadhera with her support, and he assisted
’ln gaining admission to an engineering programme. She initially resided at Professor
era’s r%l'dence and decided to leave the residence of Vadhera. This action suggested that
as moving closer to self- actualization in her life, which could be attributed to her
ulturation to t.he American way of thinking and wearing. After a short while, Jasmine went to
- e g babysitter for Tylor and Wylie Hayes’ daughter Duff in their Manhattan home. Her
R Tas changed fl.‘om Jasmine to Jase while she was there. While working as a caregiver, she
i employ-ed part-time jobs such as answering phones and tutoring Punjabi graduate students at
university. Jasmine had developed a personality at this point in her childhood and was
mely self-assured about it.
fug of war between these two opposing powers, the Indian and theAmerican, did not alarm
5 Instead, it fascinated her. Even if the other immigrants were caught in the middle of these
pressures., Jasmine was relieved that she had been able to adapt to the new culture. Despite
insecure identity, the alien country taught her to live with ease and confidence. Then she
to move to New York to pursue her goals. In the last part of the novel, Jasmine moves to
a where she married another man named Bud Ripple Meyer and settles in Lowa, and
her name to Jane Ripple Meyer. Another period in Jasmine’s life was when she
Taylor and Duff because of the presence of Sukhawinder, the Khalsa terrorist who
Prakash in India. Then she went to Lowa and met another benefactor, this time in the
mother, Mrs Ripplemayer. She acquired a job in Lowa’s bank while she was there. She
nd a place in the banker Bud Ripplemayer’s heart.
Jasmine had a peaceful life in Bud’s house. She was overjoyed at her new career and her
e as stepmother to Du, a sixteen-year-old. She had been thinking about her responsibilities
she was thinking about her love and herself. Her two remarks, “The moment I
a thousand times finally arrives™ and “I am not choosing between two men. I am
promise of America and old-world dutifulness,” A caregiver’s life is good a
, a clear response to her courage. She did not feel any guilt. She only did what
s right for her. Jasmine’s desire — “I want to do the right thing. [ don’t want to be
proved that she did not feel guilty and no longer was thinking of herself as Jane.
the worst part of her life in America and now was free to make her place in

through her character Jasmine shows the potential of a woman to remake
 a New World. Uprooted from her native land India, Jasmine does her best to create a
* new ideas and values and establish a new cultural identity and adapt according to
h this novel, we can see her as a survivor, a fighter and an adapter. Jasmine’s
on of an Indian body into an American soul.
ni is an award-winning Indo-American author and poet, who belong to
te literature. Her works are largely set in India and America and portray
Asian immigrants, particularly that of South Asian women. Her first
Arranged Marriage (1994) won her an American Book Award, the Bay
, and the PEN Josephine MilesAward for fiction. Her other major
Spices, Sister of my Heart, Queen of Dreams, Palace of Illusions,
ated into 18 languages.
in Kolkata, India. After completing her graduation, she moved to
rudies. She earned a PhD from the University of California. She
now she is a professor of creative writing at the University
is one of the outstanding voices of immigrant writers.
rica focusing on the lives of immigrants especially
Divakaruni focuses on the lives of Indian women
Heart was first published in 1999 followed by the
centres on the lives of two Indian girls, Anju and
y of their lives.

Copyright @ 2022 Author




UGC Care (.mup | Jouy
I)f)gﬂ Rangsang Research Journal Vol-13 Issue-06 N, 01
ISSN : 2347.718¢ A

Nal

; ; Uugg 90
e transforms the lives of ‘W“ women, gne of 1.1
India. Sister of My Heart is about 4 “L‘ﬂyali ]
distant cousins who grew up togethey i a i
both their fathers unexpectedly di%ilppcarcd )

d marriage out of familial obligatigp,

Sister of My Heart is about how marriag
whom moves to California and the other remains mt
family’s tangled relationships. Sudha and Anju are
large, old Calcutta mansion on the same nh‘:’hI Whm'rrungc
and are very attached. Anju and Sudha commit to an a ; PR TG gl \
Instead of%arrying her ﬁJrst love. Ashok, Sudha submits to an arranged marriage with the ¢y, of

Mrs Sanyal. Sudha believes that by refusing to elope, she h"’,s rcswb.d ';r,ii:r:(ljlygg:il]n ;hf’mc" ..
as a result, Anju and Sunil have a lovely murriagci Thcrci;;‘irz’.trAn,lll ; . » & COMpuyter
scienti ies Ramesh, an Indian Railways officer. g
lSt:f\T:ﬁesi:deor;?nn\:vaercrifing./\nju perceives her husband Sunil’s mtjatuqtlorj f(l)rtSEJI(:ha s' beauty,
She marries and joins her husband Ramesh’s rigid household, an /\n'Ju.tt/Lfr‘l uciA}' I)@Vcls to
California to join Sunil. When Anju visits Sudha’s hOl:leI beforg led\,/,]?% .(fr g m’Lrlca. she
comprehends that marriage has complicated their lives.. divided thmr‘ !0;4 U.CS dn sct l’hem on
their different wifely orbits. Sudha’s life becomes comphcgted as she fails tg (.f).nL(.‘lV(. a bgby and
experiences displeasure with her in-laws. Sudha’s mother-in-law, Mrs Sanyal is a controlhpg and
nasty woman. She controls her son and does everything with her appmvfi]: ()nc:e he decides to
stay with his in-laws in Calcutta and Mrs Sanyal is not happy with his decmon..Sh.e says- ‘:Am I |
dead that you think you can arrange whatever you want, do whatever people-msnst on without |
even asking permission?” (Divakaruni, 196) Mrs. Sanyal prefers to accomplxsl-m affalrs as she
desires. Both Anju and Sudha expect babies at the same time. Mrs. Sanyal’s family is overjoyed _
to know about Sudha’s pregnancy. Sudha’s mother-in-law relieves her of home duties after the ’
pregnancy. Sudha now has more freedom and finds time to sleep late and doze in the afternoons.
Sudha’s favourite dishes are served to her. The whole family is overjoyed by the news. But Mrs,
Sanyal’s family gets upset to know that they are going to have a baby girl through the gender % s

sl

reveal test and things take on a new turn. Mrs. Sanyal states that the Sanyal family’s eldest child
must be male, and as a result, Mrs. Sanyal pushes Sudha to get an abortion. Sudha is taken aback.
Ramesh, her husband, is unable to save her by being a good husband and a respectable man. Sudha A
is determined not to abort the fetus and is compelled to leave her in-laws and move to her mother’s p
house in Calcutta. Under such a situation, Sudha’s mother, Nalini, advises her to submit to Mrs.
Sanyal in Calcutta. She doesn’t have many options as a Chatterjee lady.

The family’s reputation becomes extremely important. Now, Mrs. Sanyal has planned for 3
a divorce for her son Ramesh from Sudha and has plans to get Ramesh married again. The final )
divorce papers are delivered to Sudha. Sudha is practical, as she does not break down and thinks ;
about her past, or how hard she has worked at loving her in-laws and at being a good wife. She \
experiences an emotion as though she has spent years of her life pushing a rock uphill and the '

Sudha observes: “We were starting anew. my 8
daughter and I, and because there were no roles ¢ :

harted out for us by soci become
anything we wanted”. (Divakaruni, 257) Sudha leayes the Sanyals z)ilndofrl::r);l: ti)cg:llcduna- She
confronts Ashok, her first love, who has expressed an interest in marrying her. Ashok accepts
Sudha but not her daughter. She holds the view that she has no intention of separating herself
from Dayita, her daughter. ‘Sudha left the Sanyals because they intended to abort the unborn
bat?y.On the other hand, Arpu, Sudha’s counterpart, i concerned about Sudha’s future chances.
Anju wanted to reserve a ticket for Sudha and Sudha’s daughter Dayita for the journe y. Anju
kecgs asum 9f money hfdden for Sudha and her daughter and expre d her desi Jf ol
Dayita to visit America in a letter, pressed her desire for Su
America has its challenges of conflict of beliefs and a ne
with the benefit of anonymity. Sudha’s identity will st
whether she is a Chatterjees’ daughter o that she js diVO)r/
was difficult to preserve in Calcutta,

Marriage has been projected as something
entity that all the girls have to 20 th

W Way of life but it would provide Sudhd
secret in America since no one will caré
ced. Therefore, her privacy retains which

e 10 happen in is an inevitable
rough. Unlike ip Westefne her novels. It is

fixed by the elders of the family and the : countries in India marriages
: - the prospective by : ther y
o B e e e g st
acceptable in Indian traditional custom. Women comming under th‘l:lsleood or spinste from ,};
categories are barred
P.‘C l 94 mj : ', !
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sy social, .reli_gious and family customs. But the same doesn’t apply to men. This entire gender
. stereotype thinking about women’s fate right from birth and the life she spends as a child and then
owing up till she attains old age is presented by Divakaruni in her novel. Sudha could carve out
v life, support herself, provide Dayita with whatever she needed in America and be less
ried about lfer reputation and status. Best of all, no one could judge Sudha since she is one of
y mothers in America who have decided that living alone is preferable rather live with the
man and swears —“I will prove myself. [ will be in charge of my fate. I will pattern a new
myself. I swat away the Superstitious unease that buzzes in my ear like gnats™. (Divakaruni,

Divakaruni frequently mentions education, marriage and food. She knows that a change
role of a woman is possible only through education. There are other issues like marriage

1 it comes motherhood and relation with in-laws and the change of identity of the woman.
- Separates herself from Ramesh since he is unhelpful to her and she does not agree with
 marriage philosophy. Sudha and Anju in America search for freedom that binds them
er. When the protagonists choose to throw away the baggage of their society and build a

as strong women with independent moral strength. Divakaruni portrays her
a5 a modern-day woman struggling with the complexities of social, political and
changes due to globalization and postcolonial consciousness.
S very important in Sister of My Heart. By the end of the novel, both Anju and Sudha
rore independent, as do their three mothers. The opening lines, “The old tales say this
e wake of the Bidhata Purush come the demons, for that is the world’s nature, good and
(Divakaruni, 3) is a quite realistic statement. One can anticipate the writer’s idea of
together in the character’s life. Sudha and Anju the two cousins born on the
ess. The cruel hands of fate had snatched their fathers even before they were
norms and the traditional beliefs haunt the girls as “For girl-babies who are so
t they cause their fathers to die even before they are born” (Divakaruni, 6).
d disagrees with the biased notion, declaring ‘Maybe there’s no Bidhata
aruni, 6) Abha Pishi, sister of Anju’s father widowed at the young age of 18
brother’s family and was like a mother to both the girls. Divakaruni has
widow spent in strictness through Pishi and later through Gauri ma and
the reins of running the family by supplying a steady flow of money
made in her bookshop. Sudha’s mother Nalini endowed with beauty is
running of the house except by complaining about everything. Life had
and financially after the mysterious death of their husbands on a
- Anjali (Anju) means offering and Basudha (Sudha) means patient

Jis an immigrant and attempts to present different experiences
Is of negotiation of fractured identity issues, she paints a powerful
Asian immigrants. Within that portrayal, she can explore
as well as gender, and support the strength of women in the

ine is the movement of Jasmine’s life towards achieving true
 a process of her quest forher true self. Even when the
riences of her life, she can come through the obstacles

ly and overthrows her past life. Divakaruni’s

ities and she has tried to identify her immigrant

n and relocation. We must keep both the
e discussing the Indian diasporic experience.
e and Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni have

2 in their novel taken up for study. There
mine remain forever in the minds of

of the first-generation Diasporic
rjee Divakaruni. They have considered
' _h dilemmas and problems of the
Joth the writers, through their simple
faced by the immigrants
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