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the mai
n 

bac
kd

rop
 of

 
the 

ma
jor

ity
 of

 
his 

wo
rks

. 

La
nka

, 

psycho
logical

 

co
nn

ec
ted

ne
ss of

 
psy

che
 and 

nat
ure

 

tun
s as

 a 
rep

eti
tio

us
 

me
mo

ry in
 

the 

au
tho

r. 

bet
we

en and the 

co
nn

ect
ion

 

psy
che

 

stu
die

d 

it is
 

also
 a 

lite
ral

 

mu
mm

ifie
d 

eve
nt. 

Ca
rut

h is
 

of
 

the 

view
 

that
 the 

ex
pe

rie
nc

e of
 

trau
ma

 h 

to
 

sup
por

t 

tra
ns

-hi
sto

ric
al 

trau
ma

. 

Tra
um

ati
c 

ex
pe

rie
nc

e is
 

rep
eti

tio
us

, 

tim
ele

ss and 

in
 

pic
tur

e of
 

com
mu

nal
 

con
flic

t and 
soc

ial 

man
y 

peo
ple

 to
 

flee from
 

the
ir 

co
un

trie
s to

 
set

tle in
 

for
eig

n 

lan
ds as

 
ref

ug
ees

. rule
 and the 

eth
nic

 and 

na
tio

na
lis

t 

vio
len

ce not only
 

took
 the 

live
s of

 
man

y 

vic
tim

s but also
 

forc
ed 

pe
rio

dic
all

y i
n 

the mos
t 

par
ts of

 
So

uth
-A

sia
 in

 
mo

der
n 

tim
es. Bot

h the 
ear

ly 

res
ist

an
ce

 to
 

the 
Bri

tish
 

fac
tor

s that
 

tro
ub

le the 
au

tho
r's inn
er self

. 

Co
mm

una
l 

co
nfl

ict
, 

rio
ts and 

reb
ell

ion
s hav
e 

bro
ken

 out 

poe
ms

. 

The
y 

exp
lor

e 

lar
gel

y the 
tra

um
atic

 

me
mo

ry of
 

the 
aut

ho
r 

rais
ed by

 
the 

int
ern

al and 
exte

mal
 late

r 

poe
ms

 The 

Cin
nam

on 

Pe
ele

r: 

Se
lec

ted
 

Poe
ms and 

Se
cul

ar Lov
e are 

kno
wn

 as
 

wid
ely

 

acc
laim

ed and the 

rel
ati

on
shi

p 

bet
we

en 

vio
len

ce and art are the 

pre
do

mi
na

nt 

the
me

s of
 

his 
ear

ly 

poe
ms.

 His 

Key 

wor
ds 

: 
Tra

um
atic

 

Me
mor

y, 

con
flic

t, 

pat
ron

ize
, 

ide
olo

gy,
 

tra
nsh

isto
ric

al 

trau
ma

 

div
orc

ed late
r, 

ther
e is

 
sco

pe for 
exp

lori
ng the 

labo
ur 

orie
nte

d cas
te 

sys
tem

 in
 

Sri 
Lan

ka. 

IS
 

wid
ely 

dis
cus

sed
 as

 
the 

poe
t's 

nos
talg

ic sen
se that 

unv
eils

 his 
sex

ual
 

des
ire for his wife whom

 he
 

Lan
ka are the 

bac
kdr

ops
 of

 
the 

poe
ms 

cho
sen

 for 
stud

y. 

Tho
ugh

 the 
Poem

 * 
The 

Cin
nam

on Peele
 

con
flic

t 

betw
een

 

Tam
ilia

ns and 

Sin
hal

ese
 and 

hie
rarc

hy 

amo
ng the 

lab
our

-ori
ent

ed cast
es in

 c 

Pee
ler"

 and the 
issu

es of
 

imm
igra

nts dur
ing

 the civi
l war 
in

 
Sri 

Lan
ka 

in
 

his 
poem

 " 
The Wars

? the poet
 

wit
nes

sed
 in

 
his 

cou
ntry

 as
 

he
 

pre
sen

ts the 
soc

ial 

hie
rarc

hy 

in
 

his The A
bs

tra
ct

 in
 Dr. 

M.S
ange

etha
 

ASs
istan

t 

Pro
fess

or of
 

Eng
lish

 

NGM 

Col
lege

, 

Pol
lach

i 

Mr.P
.Dha

nago
palan

 

Ass
istan

t 

Pro
fess

or 

of
 

Eng
lish 

NG
MC

olleg
e, 

Poll
ach

i 

(UG
C Car

e 

Gro
up 

I 
Lis

ted
 

Jou
rna

l) 
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larg
ely

 

know
n tree

" 

wh
ich made

 

Bu
ddh

a 

int
ell

ec
tua

l 

rem
ain

s 

dar
k. Sri 

Lan
ka 

is
 as
 a land of

 talk
s of

 
ho

sti
lity

, war and 
exi

le 

im
ply

ing
 

civi
l war as

 
its 

ba
ck

dro
p. H

e 
beg

ins
 his poem

 with line Pe
ele

r: 

Se
lec

ted
 

Poe
ms 

(19
91

) that
 

exp
lor

e the 

co
nfl

ict
 

bet
we

en 

Sin
ha

las
 and 

Tam
ilians

. The poem 

en
vir

on
me

nta
l 

des
tru

cti
on

 

that 

On
daa

tje 

dep
icte

d in
 

his 
wor

ks, 

esp
ec

ial
ly,

 in
 

his 
nov

el, Anil 's
 

Ghost and in
 

som
e of

 
his 

poe
ms

. The War
s is

 a 
poe

m 

pu
bli

she
d in

 
his 

co
lle

cti
on

 of
 

po
etr

y. The Cinnamo
n 

The 
im

pa
cts

 of
 

civ
il war in

 
Sri 

Lan
ka 

res
ult

ed
 in

 
co

mm
un

al,
 

fam
ilia

l, 

nand 

War and violenc
e is

 

set
tled

 

Eng
land

 and in
 

Ca
nad

a, 

nos
talg

ia 

lan
dsc

ap
e has an

 
im

po
rta

nt role
 in

 
his work

s, The inter-

and 

nat
ure

. 

Sin
ce he

 
is

 
an

 
im

mi
gra

nt wri
ter who was born 

in
 

Sri wor
ks 

On
da

atj
e's

 an
 

ind
ivi

du
al.

 

have
 

bec
om

e the 
sou

rce
 of

 
un

de
rst

an
din

g the 
que

st for 
fami

lial bond 

an
 

un
ful

fill
ed

 as
 

or
 

Tra
um

a is
 

trig
ge

red
 by

 
ps

yc
ho

log
ica

l 

en
vir

on
me

nta
l 

de
str

uc
tio

n well as
 de

 
l 

desire
 of

 

un
sp

ea
ka

ble
, 

has 
bec

om
e an

 
im

po
rta

nt 

sou
rce

 for the 
the

ori
sat

ion
 of

 
lite

rar
y 

tra
um

a 

stu
die

s, 

esp
ec

ial
ly,

 as
 a Sou Cat
hy 

Ca
rut

h's
 

for
mu

lat
ion

s of
 

trau
ma

 and 

me
mo

ry 

pri
ma

rily
 

bas
ed on

 
Fr

eu
d's

 

not
ion

 wnld 

hie
rar

ch
y that

 

inf
lic

t the 

ho
stil

e 

nat
ure

 

am
ong

 the 

wr
itin

gs in
 

lite
rar

y 

are
na.

 

On
da

atj
e's

 

poe
ms

, The 

Ci
nn

am
on

 

Pe
ele

r and The Wars
 

mak
e a 

vivi
d the

ir 

sig
nif

ica
nt 

co
ntr

ibu
tio

ns
 in

 
un

lea
sh

ing
 the 

iss
ues

 of
 

the
ir 

wa
r-t

orn
 

co
un

tri
es 

thro
ugh

 

theT
 that

 

bro
ke out in

 
the late
r part
 of

 
the 20" 

cen
tur

y. 

W
rite

rs like
 

On
da

atj
e and 

Shy
am

 

Se
lva

du
rai

 

made
 

Sri 
Lan

ka 

is
 

one of
 

tho
se 

co
un

tri
es that

 

wi
tne

sse
d 

un
he

ali
ng

 

pai
ns as

 a 
res

ult
 of

 
the civi

l war 

peop
le. 

Le
arn

ing
 T

o 

D
o 

(19
83)

 are the 
ear

ly 

poe
ms 

of
 

On
daa

tje.
 The 

co
nn

ect
ion

 

bet
we

en 

psy
che

 and 
natu

re 

Mo
nst

er 

(19
67)

, The Man with
 

Sev
en Toes

 

(19
70)

, Rat Jell
y 

(19
73)

, 

The
re is

 a 
Tric

k with 
a 

Knif
e I'm he

 
ele

vat
ed 

him
self

 as
 a 

nov
elis

t, his firs
t four
 

pub
lish

ed boo
ks wer

e 

vol
um

es of
 

poe
try

. The Dain
y with

 a 
seri

es of
 

his 
poe

ms that 
rec

ord
 his 

tra
um

atic
 

me
mo

ries
 

thr
oug

h the 
sen

se of
 

nos
talg

ia. Tho
ugh 

Mic
hae

l 

On
daa

tje,
 a 

pro
lific

 

wri
ter 

wid
ely 

kno
wn for his 

nov
els,

 

beg
an his 

writ
ing caree

r 

Cin
nam

on poem
 

Poe
ms 

of
 

Mi
cha

el 

Ond
aatj

e aims
 at

 
exa

min
ing the 

trau
ma

tic 

mem
ory 

co
nfl

ict
 

that and
 

com
mu

nal
 

This
 

arti
cle
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ear
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d 
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driving 

Tam
ilians 

to 

settle 
in 

jungles 
of Sri 

Lanka 

as well 

as 

certain 

in
 

of parts 

many 

The 

poet 

makes 
vivid 

Trinconalee 

They 
whisper 

Is my 
brother 

Source 
of my 

exile 

Long 

slow
 

m
iles 

to 
the 

scrub 

north 

W
hose 

blossom
s 

are 

dirty 

birds 

So 

bright 

they 
are 

extracts 
of 
the 

sea. 

(65) 

The 

hostility 

am
ong 

the 

m
ajor 

ethnic 

groups 
of Sri 

Lanka 
is described 
as, 

the 

ancient 

warrior/ 

w
hose 

brother/ 

stole 
his 

operating 

tongue." 

The 

poet 

speaks 
of his 

voiceless 

conditions 
of the 

victim
s 

of 

civil 

war, 

especially, 

Tam
ilians. 

He 

reveals 
the 

com
m

unal 

struggle 

betw
een 

both 
the groups 

that 

lived 

harm
oniously 

together 

for 

m
any 

years 

earlier. 
He 

calls 

Tam
ilians 

as 

ancient 

The 

poet 

presents 

that 
the 

exile 

enables 

them
 

to
 

survive 
but 

their 

pain 

and 

struggles 

rem
ain 

unhealed 

com
pletely. 

Sri 

Lankan 

refugees 

were 

deputed 
to 

work 
in

 

various 

regions 
in 

Tam
il 

Nadu. 

The 

lines, 

�W
hose 

blossom
s 

are 

dirty 

birds// 
So 

bright 

they 
are 

extracts 
of the 

sea(65) 

show
 

the 

nathetic 

condition 
of m

igrants 
in 
an 

unknow
n 

land 
and 

only 
the 
sea 

has 

becom
e 

their 

ancestor 
as 

they 

have 
lost 

their 

hom
eland 

and 

reached 
a host 

land 

w
hich 

is not 
of their 

ow
n. 

They 

struggle 
to

 

get 

their 

identity 
as 

they 

rem
ain 

landless 

and 

becom
e 

vulnerable 
to

 
the 

situation. 

Plunges 

in 
pure 
muscle 

tow
ards 

his bloodless 
full of 

noon 
m

oonlight. 

The 

poet 

concludes 

with 
the 

necessity 
of brotherhood 
in 
Sri 

Lanka 
to 

bring 
the 

com
m

unal 

unrest 
to an 

end. The 

connection 

betw
een 

psyche 

and 

nature 
or landscape 
is 

alw
ays 

firm
 

and 

deliberate 
in the W

orks 
of Ondaatie. 
In

 
an 

interview
 

with 

C
atherine 

bush, 
he said,"I 

think 

m
any 

of 
the 

poem
s, 

even 
in the 

first 

book, 

were 

about 

m
y 

landscape 

here 
in 

Canada, 

my 

fam
ily 

here, 

certain 

rural 

landscapes 

Peeler, 
they 

display 
the 

Ondaatje's 

poem
, 

The 

Cinnamon 

Peeler 

(1982) 
was 

published 
as a part 
of his 

book, 

Runnino 

In 
the 

Family 

and 

Jater 
it appeared 
in 
his 

poetry 

collection 

Secular 

Love 

(1984), 
It drew Considerable 

academ
ic 

attention 
as m

any 

poem
s 

in 
the 

later 

work 
are 

dealing 

with 

pain 

and 

guilt Besides, 

Ondaatie's 

Secular 

Love 
is distinguished 
as 
the 

poet's 

knowledge 

about 

inter-personal 

is 

M
ichael 

Hulse, 
in his POcms 

of Ondaatie 
has 

been 

interpreted 
in 

different 

ways 
by 

many 

critics. 

calls 
it as 

of comedy 

Copyright 
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a The 

conflict 

m
aking 

the 

battlefield 

a country 

driving 

and 

innocents 

the 

Tamil 

Nadu, 

state land 
are 

expressed 
in the 

words 
of O

ndaatje 
as follow

s: 

out 
of her) 

show
s 

peace 

and 

prosperity 
as 
its 

im
portant 

ideologies. 

a 

Buddhism 
that Tam

ilians' 

conditions 
in 
Sri 

Lanka 

during 
the 

later 

part 
of the 
20 

century. 

The 

actual 

picture 
of land 

was 

not 

ideal 

during 
the 

publication 
of his 

Patronize 

collection. 

poetry 

by 
started 

situation 
in 
the groups 

brought 

the 

political 
the 

unrest. 

The 

clash 

lives 
of resulted 
in 

taking 
the 

the 

various 

ethnic 

warriors 

whose 

identity 

and 

happiness 

stolen 
by 

their 

brothers 
of 
the 

land. 
He 

doesn't 

fail 
to

 

record 

the 

retaliation 
of T

am
ilians 

as 

stated 

below
: 

neighbours 

here, 
but 

certainly 
in 

the 

first 

longer 

works, 
the 

first 

serial 

works 

like 

The 

M
an 

with 

Seven 

Toes. there 

was 
a jum

p 

from
 

the 

self 
to

 
a m

ask 
of 

som
e 

kind." 

His 

attachm
ent 

with 

Sri 

L
anka 

that Intluences 
his 

w
orks 

as 

his 

traum
atic 

m
em

ory 
is expressed 
in 
his 

W
ords: 

There 

were 

stories 

that Look 

place 

outside 
Sri 

Lanka 
but 
I decided 
to 

keep 

everything 
on 
this 
one 

island." 

poet's 

memory 

of the 
past. 

The 

Cinnamon 

one 
of 

w
orks 

the 
notable 
since Literary 

Supplemnent 

states 

that 
the 

poem 

deals 

with 
the 

them
es 

w
hich 

could 

article, 

be in 
Tim

es 

hand, 
in 

Ondaatje's 

works. 

Douglas 

Barbour, 
on 
the 

other 

in 

his 

early 

entry 

found 

on 
com

m
only 

com
ical 

Tw
ayne 

's W
orld 

Authors 

Series 

Online 

observes 
the 

aspects 
of 

the 

O
ndaatje 

poem
 

and 
fo

r 

his 

com
es 

from
 

study 
of 

sensual 

love. 

This 

poetry 

collection 

sem
i-autobiographical 

relationship 

marriage." 
a "subtle 
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The 

traumatic 

memory 
of 
the 

poet 
is shown 
as 

the 

complexity 
of 

the 

inter-personal 

relationship 
with 
his 

wife 

senarated 

them
, 

M
any 

critics 

discussed 
the 

firm 

prints 
of 
the 

memorv 
oE 

he 

poet's 

wife 

remain 

unforgettable. 

though 
he 
has 

parted 
his 

way 

from
 

her 

and 

remarried 

someone eISe. 

The 

strong 

sexual 

desire 
of the 

poet 
is 
not 

only 

describing 
his 

sexual 

need 

but 

also 
the 

rootlessness 
of the 

poet. 

The 

very 

first 

line 
of the 

poem, 
"If 
I were 
a Cinnamon 

Peeler 

shows 
the 

1dentity 

crisis 
of the 

poet. 

Tamara 

Fernando, 
a Seattle 

based 

editor 

explicates 
that 

the 

poem Cmnamon 

Peeler 

explores 
the 

complexity 
of identity 
and 

displacement 

through 
the 
use 
of 
a mythical 

1dentity. 

Besides, 

being 
a record 
of the 

poet's 

intim
acy 

with 
his 

wife 

and 

traunma 

inflicted 
by 
the 

repetitious 

memory 
of his 

wife, 
the 

poem
 

also 

allures 

with 

several 

Sinhala 

castes 

which 
are 

often associated 

with 

occupation. 
The 

Cinnamon 

Peeler, 

honey 

gatherer, 

grass-cutter 
and 
the 

lim
e 

burner represent 
the 

working-class 

communities 
in 
Sri 

Lanka. 

The 

poet 
is 

meticulous 
in 

showing 
the communal 

conflict 

evoked 
by 

social 

hierarchy. 

Castes 
are 

assessed 

with 
the 

occupation 
of 
the 

people. Cinnam
on 

peeler 

caste 

know
n 

in 
Sri 

Lanka 

known 
as Salagam

a. 

(U
G

C
 

Care 

G
roup 

I Listed 

In 
the 

fourth 

stanza, 
the 

poet 

m
akes 

a strong 

statem
ent 

on 

Sinhalese 

caste 

system
: 

I could 

hardly 

glance 
at you Before 

marriage 
never 
touch 
you 

Even 
a slightest 

physical 

contact 

between 
the 

cinnam
on 

peeler 

and 
his 

love 

will 

make 
her body 

em
it 

the 

sm
ell 

of 

cinnam
on 

and 
it will 

unfold 
the 

secrecy 
to 

the 

keen 

nosed 

m
other 

and 
it will m

ake 
her 
brothers 

angry 

when 

they 

find 

their 

sister 
in 

love 

with 
a cinnam

on 

peeler. 
It m

akes 
an obvious 

description 
on 
the 

view
 

of Sinhalese 

caste 

society 
on 

m
arriage. 

-your 

keen 

nosed 

mother 

your 

rough 

Balaev, 

M
ichelle. 
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Cinnam
on 

is a spice, 
a 

source 
of livelihood 

and 

social 

identity 
in 

countries 

like 

Sri 

Lanka 

where 
a m

an's 

profession 
is 

determ
ined 

by 

the 

caste. 
In 

such 
a rigid 

caste 

system
, 

there 
is 
no 

social 

m
obility 

am
ong 

the 

castes. 

The 

ideal 

country 

that 

the 

poet 

dream
s 

or 

aspires 

echoes 
the 

class 

conscious 

society 

through 

the poem
. 

brothers 
(154) 

Traum
a 

Theory". 

M
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journal 
for 
the 
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study 
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issue 
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