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Introduction

Caste is a unique system; it pervades the whole of Hindu society in
India, and it is an encompassing system. This caste system featured
hereditary specialization hierarchical organization, reciprocal repulsion; as
far an any social form can realize itself in its purity; at the very least it
penetrates Hindu society to level unknown elsewhere. We can note the
prominence of religious values in the caste system. The religious values
among the Hindus center in the ideas of pollution and purity. Caste as a
structural phenomenon is considered as a part of the general theory of
social stratification. The principle of status summation seams to be the
structural feature of caste stratification.

Caste and Its Function

The function of caste in their social, economic, political and religious
aspects from the point of view of the individual member; from that of the
caste as a communal unit; from that of state and society as whole. Caste as
a stabilizer, as an organism its religious sanction its drawbacks. Political,
economic, and social, the genetic function of caste.

Its function on individual

From the individual point of view member of 2 casle the system provides
him from birth with a fixed social milicu from which neither wealth nor poverty
success nor disaster can remove him. Unlelss of coursc he so violate the

standards of bchavior laid down by his caste that it spews him forth
temporarily of permanently!.

Individual is provided in thijs way with a permanent body of
associations, which controls almost all his behavior and contacts2
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fraendiy o benetid soctetyy s state, chaby and his orphiiage; i tkes the
place geom i of healitinstanes, and At need b Provides from his laneral?,

Ie fiequently determmes is oecupation, often positively, for in many
canies the ‘,‘\‘m\,ﬂmn;ll traditton s VO stony wdeed, Vt\l\\l\lnnly l\\‘}’.llﬂ\'k‘l;'
anee e I AN paesids, at any e i the case of all but the |‘,“.t,‘.;|
castes. Which he cannat follow or can tollow only at the cost of
axcommunicanon from the society o which he belongs®,

Thus the practice of s caste dictates o each member customs to be
ohservad I the matter of dicty the abservanee of ceremonial wneleanness, 1t
pwmilws o some extent for at least limits his choice of] vitual 1o be observed
at birth, iitaton, martiage and death® with regacd 1o the individual the
fanction of caste i pre determnate his pattern of behavior in this world to
a very constderable degree of mcety, leaving much less o individual choice
than 18 usual in o casteless soctety®,

Its function on communities

From the aspect of the conmunity itsell caste determines everything,
It is true that in the case of some castes, particularly those ol sectarian
origin, recruitment form outside may be possible, but generally speaking u
caste cannot increase the membership of in body except by mean ol an
inerease in the number of births within the caste’,

Caste again determines to a very large extent the social status of cach
state in regard to other castes, The caste system enables the caste (o act
corporately and to control the behavior of its component memberst, This
may not be casy to achieve and may perhaps be accomplished only in the
course of gencrations, but it certainly has been and can be done. By
organization and propaganda a caste can change its name and in the due
course of time get a new one accepted and by altering it's canons of behavior
in the matter of diet and marriage and can increase the estimation in which it
18 held®.

Political stabilizer

~ The second very important function of caste; has been (0 act as a
pn‘lmcnl stabilizer', It was this function apparently, of the caste system,
Which 50 moved the admiration of the Abbe Dubois', who considered the
caste: system of the Hindus ‘the happicst efforts of their legislation. He
regarded the caste system as being responsible for the preservation of India
irom complete barbarism. and as the sure basis of orderly government, as @
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sure mean preserving the Hindu pattern of culture under the Iregime of aliey
conquerors'!,

The admiration or Dubojs was not without some Justificatio
has not been the only writer to draw altention to the value of
System as a stabilizer of society'. Indian socicty has survived 4 va
of invasions, famines, revolutions and social upheavals of aj] Kinds,
conquesl by invaders of aljep religions essentially antagonisitjc (o}
and there can be no doubt but this is largely due (o the caslc s

which that society has constructed 1self, a system which has ofiep
€Ven conversion to islam or Christianity3,
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Again the caste System docs provide for the v
to social life, functjons ranging from educarj
government to domestjc service of the most menij
Provisions under (he sanction of g religious do

arious function necessary
on to Scavenging frop
al kind; and i makes (his
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Caste functioned a5 5 organism

This view of the casic system as ap Organism as jg were, a composite
unit of many individual cells cach funcij

Oning indepcndcnlly. most not be
laken as precluding a ceraiy fluidity in (e System a power of mutability in
caste itself within certain definije limits!s,

Durkheim has Suggested that the funcjon of the divisjon of labour js

. . . Y LS politjcal
aspeet ‘resembles a confederation of allied Provinces, uniteqg
within the limits of a forma] constitution mcrely fo; cen

the constituent units and in matiers outside the terms

of union, cach livip
its own lifc!,
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The clements are so intermingled that secession identical with anarchy.
This is not an unfair description of the caste system, that such a society
lacks a common will in ecconomic life and there is an consequence an absence
of any common social demand social wants are sectional, and there is no
social demand common to all the scveral elements. This raises the economic
criterion 10 a new place in the scale of social values'™. Since the only place
where the various sections of the community meet on common ground is the
market placc, where the highest common factor of their wants is the economic

one; the clements of such society come 10 regard the production of material
goods as the prime cnd of social life'.

The social nceds of the country as a whole are not apprehended social
demand itself becomes sectionalized and within cach section of the
community the social demand becomes de-organized and ineffective, so
that in each section the members arc debarred from leading the full life of a
citizen in a homogenous community; finally the reaction against these
abnormal condition®*scts one community against the other; enhancing the
nced for the society to be held together by some force exerted from outside,
such a force is clearly to be found in the law, ‘but in a society which has no

common bond but law, Right is superseded by legality, and the only duty is
not to be found out®'.

B.C. Lunia described the castes system of the Aryan society in the
following word “the caste system enabled Hinduism to cxpand its rank, led
acted as the stabilizing force and preserved the Hindu culture®.

The institution had obtained recognition in the country for many
centurics holding against many onslaughts. In a word it contributed to the
stability of Hindu socity. In the words of Monier Williams “caste has been
uscful in promoting self sacrifice in sccuring subordination of the individual
10 an organized body, in restraining vice and in preventing> The tyranny of
the Brahminical class forced the other classes to rebel against the superiority
of the Brahmins. The cffect breaking down the caste barriers and clearing
atmosphcre of superstition created by the priestly class™.

Features of the caste system

The outstanding feature of Hindu socicty when it was ruled by the
Social philosophy ‘of caste.

Segmental division of society

This caste socicly was not more or less homogencous community in
which whatever distinctions of social status may exists, they are so much in
the background that a special inquiry has to be made in order to realize their
presence, but a socicty in which various groups with a well developed life of
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their own the membership where of unlike that of Voluntary ,
and of classes, was determine not by selection but by the binhzfsoc'aﬁons

Hierarchy

Hierarchy is the principal characteristics of the casie society .
hierarchy of the groups. Everywhere in Indig there is 3 definite s.c‘h;'Z the
social precedence amongst the castes, with the Brahmin g the heyq me of
hierarchy®. Of the

Restrictions on feeding and social intercourse

There are minute rules as to what sof of food or drink can pe accepieg
¢
by a person and from what castes, E.A.Blunt has made out, there g “No

castes in a village is the most obvious mark of civi] pnivileges and disabjljje
and it has prevailed in a more or less definite form al] over India, A Brahmjp
never bows to anyone who is not g Brahmin, but requires others to salute hip

him to be a priest. This was only generally trye, For there very groups of
occuPations, like Trading, agriculture, labouring in the field, and dong military
Service which were looked upon as anybody’s and most castes were
supposed to be eligible for any of them?,

Conclusion

economic, cultural and political history of our sub-contjne
about a decp and complete division in the Hindu-society, Since the days of
yore, these divisions had become the symbols of slalus, F
class 1o the lowest category, some social reformers and theijy movements did
effect in this paper should not cease and they should remain an ongoing

process.
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