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Introduction

Kerala society, even after the assumption of dircct administration of
Malabar by the British and centralization of administration in Travancore
and Kochi continued to be dominated by the upper castes, They became
morc powerful than before as the British wanted their active support in
sustaining their own authority, There was decp chasm between the high and
low caste people. The existing system of laws, which was not at all
cqualitarian, did not favour the lower castcs. The judicial system was caste
ridden and iniquitous. The Janmi system prevailed. Slavery in the most
primitive form existed. Women of lower castes; Sudras ctc were denied certain
social privileges and amenities. There werc a serics of taxes and cesscs,
which imposed a heavy burden on the lower caslces. The spread of Western
cducation and liberal ideas made them restive and eager for reforms. The
mounting agrarian unrcst among the tenants produced cverywhere a feeling
of unrest. The British and Indian administration had already introduced a
series of administrative and social reforms to redress the grievances. The
abolition of slavery was onc among them, There was overhauling of the
entire administrative system of the three units in Kerala in accordance with
the modern principles of governance.

The Tate 19th and the carly 20th centuries witnessed the emergence of
powerful social reform movements in Kerala, The traditional feudal socicty
began 1o disappear and in its place a new socio-cconomic order evolved in
Kerala, The all India organisations like the Arya Samaj, Theosophical socicty
and Rama Krishna mission had their activitics in Kcrala, bul their influence
Was limited and influence marginal. The social reform movements, which

mMade an immne " e A indivi
ade an impact on Kerala, were indigenous in origin and led by individual
reformers,



GURU (1856-1928)

as an Ezhava Saint who made a sqljg
change in Kerala .He was born in the village of chnc

rum and showed keen interests in Sanskrit and Hind;mgf:‘lhmm
life of a Sanyas and led the life of a wandering angj llO’:crph},
mikal, he 100 revolted against Brahmin aSCCHd:EnLLikQ
cial order. He consecrated shrines in se\-emlnt?- ang
of the Jower castes.The most famous of Suchp;hr: of
ram. Ochira, Varkala and Thalassery. As a relini”“
o abolition of animal sacrifices. As a social mf;ﬂ?s
againsl the observances of Talikettu Kalyanam and oth:
d rites. He simplified the procedures and ceremonies fo
caled to the Ezhavas 10 give up toddy tapping and
1o take 10 learned professions and industrial pursuits. The Guru had a highly
eclectic outlook in religions matters as is shown in the saying ‘onc casté,
one Religion and one God’. He died at Varkala in 1928.

1 was the founder of the SNDP yogam (1903).He

ties. He became the rallying point for the Tiyyas

and unite. The Sangham developed a brilliant
ran Asan.Their activities

SRI NARAYAN A

Sri Narayand Guru W
Dnlrib')“

to the social =%
near Trivand
He took 10 the
Chattampi SWwa
worked for a new 50
Kerala for the worship
are those of Aruvippu
reformer, he advocated th
he campaigned
customary rituals an

Fzhava marriages. He app

Sri Narayana Gu
personally guided its activ

and the Ezhavas 10 organise
band of dedicated workers like Dr.Palpu and Kuma
helped the lower castes @ consciousness of their own dignity and strength.

It also prevented the rising tide of conversion 10 Christianity. Narayana
Guru was no scclarian philosopher and leader. His philosophywas the
Advitha and he saw all humanity as onc. As a literary luminary, Narayana
Guru penned Darsanamala in Sanskrit, Jatimimamsa in Sanskrit and Malayalam
and Siva Sathakom in Malayalam. In shor, the work of Narayana Guru for
the cause of social reform resulted in a silent, but far recaching social

revolution in modern Kerala.

VAGBHATANANDA (1885-1939)

N \{agbhalananda was a greal social reformer organiser, journalist,
*fmd Phlfovsoy.)hcr of Kcr-ala, He founded the Atma Vidya Sangham, a major
\f;zcks(i;\:’zcilsl Ch]"ﬂ'lg-c in Kerala. KunjikkzmnanGurukkal, as vagbhatanaﬂda
o fam“zagg lllgcé.was born at Patyam village of Kannur district in 20
system. After studying ?:1H-C = ed.ucated in the UadilionalGurukulﬂ
ekl p?o va HdOSOPhy, logic and Hindu scriptures, he travelled
e e o B hP gated the lca‘chmg of Universal non duality. He took

in the Brahma Samaj and founded a Sanskrit school at Calicut.

writer,



wigt eaissufle Besd
a@ssﬁ?wa) wpm  Silafllusis u;ﬁ::c'rﬂuq 121

———

The Orthodox Hindus found in him a rebel fighting against establj
religion and caste hierarchy. Vagbhatananda based l;is -areumen? ’lShed
~pcicnt wisdom of Hinduism, not on its dogmatism. He Compoged . A‘(;"l_he
treatise . Atmavidya’ which became the manifesto of the Sangham.A :mm

] . . R 8= .A greal
dmirer of Ram Mohan Roy, Vagbhatananda rejected idol worship, propagated
Nigunopasana. rejected all rituals and formalities. He crilicis:zd thej\ a
Samaj for Its policy of conversion to Hinduism. Like Sri Narayanagu ?u:
rejected caste system. He was a humanist and a liberal and started a j:(:)u'rna]
Abhinava Keralam in 1921. Vagbhatananda was a great social reformer, who
advocated reforms among the untouchables. He was a champion of inter
casie marriage and inter caste dining. He was a great nationalist. He supported
the civil disobedience movement of Gandhiji.His journal Atma Vidya Kahalam’
stood with the nationalist cause. He also supported the constructive
programme of Gandhiji. He favoured temple entry for the Avarnas.He was
also associated with the peasant, movements in the country. In the words of
E.M.S. Nambudiripad.”Though he could not obtain a universal name or
fame like Narayana Guru, Vagbhatananda was onc who had gieatly
contributed to the growth of society. He was even superior to Narayana
Guru in his scholarship and eloquence. He initiated programmes against
casteism and played a significant role in the growth of society of North

Malabar.
MANNATH PADMANABHAN (1878 - 1970)

Mannathu Padmanabhan was born in Perunna village 1in
Changanacherry, Travancore, British India on 2 January 1878 to Eswaran
Namboothiri of Nilavana 1llam and Mannathu Parvathy Amma. He was a
social reformer and a freedom fighter from the State of Kerala, India. He is
recognised as the founder of the Nair Service Society, which c]aims'lo
represcent the Nair community that constitutes almost 14.5% of the population
of the state. Padmanabhan is considered as a visionary reformer who
organised the Nair community under the NSS. He began his career as 2
teacher in 1893 in a Government primary school. Aftera few years, froTn 1905
he changed his profession and started praclising law, in the Magistrates

Courts.

Nair Service Society
others, he established the
ift the status of the Nair
up law praclice and became full-
He fought for social equ:}llty, the
ha, demanding the public roads
w caste Hindus. In 1924 he took

c'ommunily. From 1915 onwards, he gave
time secretary of the Nair Service Society.
first phase of being the Vaikom Satyagra
near the temple at Vaikom be opened to lo
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part in the Vaikom anq Guru.vayoor temple-entry apg antj Unloychy .

agitation. He opencd his family temple for everyone; il“rcspeclive of "
distinction .He became a member of the Indian Nationg) Congress in Clame
and took part in the agitation against Sir C. p. Ramas\mmy : 94'7
administration in Travancore. As the first presiden( of Travancore De"’a)’Cr S

. . Sw
Board he revitalised many temples which had almos ceased g ﬁ]"Ctionom

In 1949 Padmanabhan became a member of the Travancore chislau'v
Assembly. In 1959 he along with Christian Churches led a uniteq UPPUSitigﬁ
against the State Communist Ministry, which became knowp, as the
Vimochana Samaram (liberation struggle) Padmanabhan wags involveq with
the Nair Service Society as its Sccrelary for31 years and as its Presiden for
three years. He was honoured with the title Bharaa Kesari by 1he Presiden
of India. He also reccived Padma Bhushan in 1966.He died oy Fcbrua;y 25,
1970 at the age of 93.Mannam memorial (or Samadhj) i locatedyy NSS
Headquarters Changanacherry.

CHATTAMPI SWAMIKAL (1854 -1924)

Chattampi Swamikal was one of the most out standing reformists who
revoltedagainst the existing social order in Kerala.Even as a Young man, he
made a deep study ofthe religious literature of the Hindus and won a high
reputation for his scholarship. He wanted the major communities of the land
like the Nairs and the Ezhavas (o play their legitimate role in society. However
he concentrated mainly on the uplift of Nair community. He believed that a
social awakening among the Nairs would inspire the Non Brahmin for areater
social change. He worked in close co-operation with Narayanaguru in the
cause of Hindu religious 1egeneration.He undertook social and religious
activities that aimed at the cradication of untouchability and other social
evils. He advocated (hat Sanyasam should not be mistaken for asceticism
and proved by his personal cxample that Sanyasis could do great help 1o the
people.His learned discomses and works on religion, philosophy and history
had won for him wide acclaim. His specches, writings and social activities
gave the reform movement ip Kerala an intellectua] appeal, a social bias and

A greal scholar and man of lellers,Chatlampi Swamikal came to be
called Vidyadhiraja. He wrote poems, devotiong] songs, essays, rcviews,
commentaries letter sand research Papers on a variety of subjects. Though
not an academic historian, Chattampi Swamikal had his own original
perspective of History. In his work ‘Prachina Malayalam’, he has challenged
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work on linguistics. He also contributed much to the rcligious literature of
the age.Thus both as a social reformer and literary luminary, Chattampi
swamikal had a great place among the reformers of Kerala, p

V.T. BHATTATHIRIPAD

The Nambuthiri caste produced some of the outstanding social
reformers in Kerala.V.T.Bhattathiripad was one among them.His main spheie
of activity centredaround the Namputhiris. He wanted to cradicate the evil
customs and practices of the Namputhiris. His motto was “make the
Namputhiri a human being™.He was co-founder of the Yogakshema Sabha
and its youth wing Namputhiri Yuvajana samajam. He wanted (o uplift the
Namputhiri women folk. He worked for widow remarriage and education of
Namputhiri women. For this purpose he wrote a famous litcrary work-
Atukkalayil Ninnum Arangatheykku. (From kitchen to the stage). This play
helped the growth of awarencss about the evil customs prevailed among the

Namputhiris.
SAHODARANAYYAPPAN (1889-1 968)

Sahodaran Ayyappan was another social reformer of modern Kerala.
He started what is known as Sahodara Prasthanam.K.Ayyappan started the
movement against the social incqualities propounded by the caste sysicm.For
this purpose, he adopted a new method known as ‘Misrabhojanam’ (Mixed
feast).The Cherayi convention of 1917conducted inter dining for the lower
and upper castes togcther.Ayyappan was not against religion as such, but
against the evils of the religion, no God," thus modifying the doctrine of
Narayanaguru.

Ayyappan organised a literary association called Vidyaposh.ini.A
newspaper called ‘Sahodaran’ was also started. Ayyappan wrolc a Scries of
articles against the caste system. He worked with the Atma Vidya Sang,ham
also. His programmes were resisted by the upper caste who ridiculed lnm. as
‘Pulayan Ayyappan’.In 1928, he became the editor of the magazine
‘Yuktivadi'.Ayyappan also plunged in 10 politics. He became the leader. of
the Soicialist Party in Kochi.He was also associated with the trade union
movement. He became a member of the Cochin lcgis]atiw': Assembly.Later
he became a minister in the congress government in Kochi.

Conclusion
' ; : 1a] reformers
We have discussed in detail about the most importent social 1
gence of a new

in Kerala The 19th and 20th centuries witnessed the emerg fal ot
social order in Kerala. The traditional social structure began Cmmbh:fc.l tl:e
political shake up by Marthanda Varma. Sakthan 1 B . lace
Mysoreans gave the coup de grace 10 the old order 1n Kerala, yiclding P
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to the new. Vestiges of grand past had been wiped out or modified usherip
3 g

in to a new social order.
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